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DRUG AND ALCOHOL ARRESTS SOAR AMONG YOUNG ADULTS IN NORTH CAROLINA

PAPA JOHN’S TAKES ACTION WITH STATEWIDE MESSAGING CAMPAIGN

Winston-Salem, N.C. – Young adults ages 18-29 are the most arrested age group in North Carolina for driving under the influence, possession of marijuana, and possession of other dangerous drugs.
“Drug-Free NC has been telling parents for years ‘Talk to your kids about drugs,’ and now we see why.  We, as parents, and as communities, need to arm our youth with powerful information on the risks of drug and alcohol abuse before they hit those later teen and college years.  Young adulthood is when many bad decisions are made, and parents must realize they have a chance to change that,” says Drug-Free NC C.E.O., Bert Wood.

The most recent statistics show 1 in 5 teens are abusing prescription drugs, and roughly 40 percent of students in grades 9 through 12 have had alcohol in the last month, with 75 percent of teens reporting their friends “get high” at parties.
Papa John’s Pizza is taking action to reach parents across North Carolina through the remainder of the summer.  More than 1 million flyers will be distributed on pizza boxes over the next three months with messages to parents about talking to their children about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse.
Mike Smith, Papa John’s Vice President of Operations for the Southeast, says, “Papa John’s Pizza knows the value of a family meal.  There is no substitute for face-time with your kids. We wanted to reach parents where they are since so many have such busy lives.  This is a great way to do that because as soon as that pizza box hits the table, it will serve as a reminder that meal time is a good time to talk to your kids about drugs and alcohol.”

To get more information, to set up an interview, or for county or city-specific information regarding drug and alcohol trends and arrests, contact Robin Lindner at (336) 575-3493 or rlindner@drugfreenc.org.
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