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WINSTON-SALEM SEES RED DURING OCTOBER AS PART OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS MONTH

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. – The Winston-Salem Police Department (WSPD), Winston-Salem Entertainment-Sports Complex, Wake Forest Athletics, ISP Sports and Drug-Free NC are teaming up to light the night sky in red.

This collaboration during Substance Abuse Awareness Month is the only one of its kind in North Carolina.  Red is the official color of substance abuse awareness.

The project is a combined effort to raise awareness of drug and alcohol abuse, the dangers, and the repercussions. More than 50 percent of the people in the Piedmont Triad are affected by addiction.
“Now more than ever our families need to be encouraged and equipped to have conversations.  Our young people need support to make healthy choices.  We know that one in five teenagers is abusing prescription drugs, and about 75 percent are drinking before they graduate high school,” says Drug-Free NC C.E.O. Bert Wood.

WSPD Chief Scott Cunningham believes it takes a whole community to change its culture.  “Partnering with groups like Wake Forest Athletics, ISP Sports, and Drug-Free NC allow the department to be proactive instead of reactive.  We can deliver important and timely information to our citizens while they’re out enjoying the best of what Winston-Salem has to offer.”

Some of the activities happening in Winston-Salem are:

· Promotional interactions and giveaways during Wake Forest football tailgates

· Messages on the Wake Forest ISP Sports Network (radio)

· Internet interactions on wakeforestsports.cstv.com

· WSPD outreach during Wake Forest football and basketball seasons

· Digital marquee messaging

· Lighting of the LJVM Coliseum in red
Money seized in drug busts is funding several of these citywide initiatives.
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